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Upcoming Events! 
September 25 

EDC of Lea County 
Membership Meeting 

11:30 am Hobbs Country Club 

 

October 2 
EDC of Lea County 

Executive Board Meeting 
8:00 am 

EDC of Lea County Office 
 

October 9 
EDC of Lea County 

Board of Directors Meeting 
11:30 am Hobbs Country Club 

 

October 17 
Greet the DOT Commission 

Home of Johnny & Marty Cope 
6:00—8:00 pm 

 

October 23 
EDC of Lea County 

Membership Meeting 
11:30 am Hobbs Country Club 

 
 

Economic Development Corporation of 
Lea County 

Over 50 guests from Lea County and New 
Mexico attended a reception at Zia Park Turf 
Club on Monday evening, September 17. 

Hosted by Lea Regional Medical Center, Nor-
Lea Hospital District, and the EDC of Lea County,  
members of the New Mexico Health and Human 
Services were greeted by members and elected 
officials of Lea County.  

Charley Smith, Chair of the EDC of Lea 
County, welcomed the guests and offered special 
appreciation to David Shaw of Nor-Lea Hospital 

District and Steve Henderson and Brandy 
Henners of Lea Regional Hospital. Senators 
Carroll Leavell and Gay Kernan welcomed the 
guests and thanked the three sponsoring groups. 
Dede Feldman, Chair of the Health and Human 
Services Committee, introduced Committee 
members from around the state of New Mexico. 

Other special guests for the evening included 
members of the Lea County medical community 
who visited about current topics impacting the 
health care community.  

Lea County Welcomes the 

NM Health and Human Services Legislative Committee 

Farok Sharif, new President and General 
Manager of Washington TRU Solutions will be 
introduced at the next EDC of Lea County 
membership meeting on September 25. 

Members are urged to attend this meeting  to  
vote on changes to the by-laws regarding the 
frequency of membership meetings, change of 
address for the office, and clarifying the procedure 
for filling Board vacancies. 

At the September Board of Directors meetings, 
officers discussed measures to improve 
attendance and quality of the membership 
meetings. The Board were in agreement to 

recommend to the membership that the current 
bylaws be revised to change from a monthly 
membership meeting to a quarterly meeting. 

An email will be sent to the membership stating 
the current and the proposed changes to the by-
laws. 

The officers and staff are also interested in  
providing programs which are beneficial to the 
general membership. Therefore, at this meeting,  
the membership will have the opportunity to 
complete a questionnaire suggesting topics of 
general interest and concern to business. 

 

Members Urged to Attend September Membership Meeting for a 
Special Vote on By-Laws 

EDC Staff Learn about Business Retention and Expansion! 

Bethe Cunningham, Marilyn Dill, and Lisa 
Hardison recently spent two days in Phoenix, AZ,  
studying in-depth information about business 
retention and expansion from national experts in 
the field. 

The professional development course, 
sponsored by the International Economic 
Development Council, provided real world 

scenarios, survey research to learn how to extract 
vital information about our own local businesses, 
and the key elements to building a successful 
resource team. 

Since retaining and expanding local businesses 
provides one of the greatest opportunities to 
sustain a healthy community, the staff plans to 
develop strategies to implement the lessons 
learned at this workshop. 

David Shaw and Senator Kernan 
visit at the legislative reception. 
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Debra Hicks, Past Chair 

 Pettigrew & Associates 

Tony King, Treasurer 

 Les/National Enrichment Facility 

Kathy Moran 

 Maddox, Holloman, and Kirksey 

Charley Smith,  Chair 

 Watson Truck & Supply 

Janice Spence 

 Jim Spence Mitsubishi 

Sam Spencer, Vice Chair 

 Lea County State Bank 

Troy Teague 

 Teaco Energy Services, Inc. 

Beckey Waldrop 

 Miller-Waldrop Furniture 

Rhonda Trent 

 SOS Staffing 

 

 

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES 
City of Tatum – Doris McDonald 
City of Lovington – Jim Garrett 
City of Eunice  – Curtis Schrader 
City of Jal – P.J. Parker 

Board of Directors 
Economic Development Corporation of Lea County 

Gary Beal 

 Leavell Insurance 

Hal Brunson 

 Nolan H. Brunson, Inc. 

Paul Campbell 

 Forrest Tire Company, Inc. 

Sam Cobb, Secretary 

 RMS Foods, Inc. 

Gene Day 

 Steel Depot 

Debra Hicks, Chair 

 Pettigrew & Associates 

EDC of Lea County Staff: 

Bethe Cunningham 
 President and CEO 
Lisa Hardison 
 Vice President 
Marilyn Dill 
 Vice President of Business Development 
Donna Richards 

 Vice President of Finance and Human Resources 
Kim Sutton 

 Office Assistant 


